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from the landed classes who were conspiring
against the throne and were ready to betray
their King. William's force landed in Devon-
shire. It was made up of mercenary soldiers
drawn from every country, with only a few
Englishmen among them. Most of the officers
were French Protestants, rebels, but the strongest
thing in the force was the finely disciplined and
armed Dutch (Blue) Guards of William himself.
There was no battle, because just when
the issue would have been joined James was
betrayed. The leader of those who betrayed
him was John Churchill, later Duke of Marl-
borough, whose career as a soldier James himself
had made. The Prince of Orange marched on
London. The Dutch Guards occupied the
western part of that town and appeared before
the Palace. James was thrown out, and the
rich men who had helped William of Orange,
made him their king. After long negotiations,
he and his wife were declared equal partners,
King and Queen side by side; so that the reign
of the usurper is now officially known as that
of " William and Mary."
Politically the thing was a complete revolution,
or coup d'6tat: that is, an illegal, unconstitu-
tional act of force by which a legitimate Govern-
ment is supplanted. The English hereditary